CANADIAN HORSE PAPERS



Dr. C.A. Hjerpe, Davis, Cal.

It is now possible, for anyone with a computer and Internet access, to quickly review current Canadian rules and regulations that American field trialers must comply with, when bringing their horses into Canada for summer training and/or field trialing on the prairies. I will first provide my own simplified version of these import requirements (Part A). I will then walk everyone, step by step, through the process of using the Internet to view the actual wording of the Canadian regulations (Part B).


Under Part A (below), rules 1, 2, 3 and 4 old rules that are unchanged from prior years. However, all other rules listed under A (rules 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10) are new rules, which all field trialers planning to take horses to Canada this summer (as well as their local veterinarians) need to be aware of. Field trialers from Texas and New Mexico will be especially impacted by rule 10.


New rules 5 and 6 probably stem from complaints by animal rights activists who are upset because surplus, unwanted U.S. horses (some, undoubtedly, in poor physical condition) are being shipped to Canada for slaughter. At the present time, due to animal rights-backed legislation, there are no commercial equine slaughter plants operating anywhere in the U.S.


New rules 7, 8, 9 and 10 have been added to prevent equine piroplasmosis (EP) and contagious equine metritis (CEM) from entering Canada from the U.S. EP and CEM are foreign animal diseases that first appeared in the U.S. during the 1960’s and 1970’s respectively. Both diseases were subsequently eradicated (from the U.S.) during the 1980’s, but have re-appeared during the past year or two. 

EP is, actually, not a single disease, as 2 different protozoal pathogens (Theileria equi and Babesia caballi) cause clinically indistinguishable disease syndromes that can be characterized by severe anemia and high mortality rates. EP is usually transmitted by the bite of specific species of ticks, but may also be spread from carrier animals to normal animals through use of improperly disinfected needles and surgical instruments. 

CEM is a sexually transmitted disease caused by a bacterium (Taylorella equigenitalis). Infections in mares result in severe uterine infections and infertility. Stallions do not suffer any harmful effects from infection, but they remain carriers for long periods of time, and transmit the disease to the mares that they are bred to. Although it would make a great deal of sense to exempt most geldings from the requirements of rules 8 and 9, current Canadian import regulations do not reflect this reality.

A. AN OVERVIEW OF CURRENT CANADIAN HORSE IMPORT REQUIREMENTS:

1. A negative Coggins test or ELISA test for EIA (infectious equine anemia) obtained no more than 6 months prior to the day that the horse arrives at the Canadian border.

2. An inspection performed and a health chart signed and dated by a USDA (United States Department of Agriculture) accredited veterinarian who is currently licensed to practice veterinary medicine in the State in which the horse was inspected. 

3. The health chart must state that the horse was healthy when it was inspected, and that the horse had not been exposed to any communicable diseases, during the preceding 60-day period. 

4. The health chart must be counter signed by a federal (USDA) veterinarian assigned to the State where the horse was inspected. 

NOTE: Although the health chart remains valid for entering (and leaving) Canada for 30 days after the inspection date, it may be advantageous to delay the inspection, signing and countersigning process until a day or two before departing for Canada. If your health charts should expire before you take your horses back across the Canadian border, on your way back home, you will be required to stop at a U.S. border crossing point where (and when) a USDA veterinarian will be on duty, and you will be required to have your horses re-inspected and to buy new health charts. If your Coggins tests have also expired, you will be required to obtain new Coggins tests.

5. The health chart must also state/certify that the horse was in sufficiently good physical condition to be fit to be transported, at the time that the horse was inspected and the health chart signed. 

NOTE: The health chart MUST include the following statement, exactly as worded: “Fit to be transported means that, on the day of inspection, no animal has an infirmity, illness, injury or any other condition that could be aggravated when the animal is being transported, causing the animal to suffer.”

6.  The health chart must also contain the following statement: The exporter has been advised that any deterioration in health or physical condition of the animals that may render animals unfit for transport may result in the shipment to be refused entry to Canada.

7. The health chart must state that either: 

(a) The horse has been a resident of the U.S. since birth, or that:

(b) The (imported) horse met all U.S. import requirements and resided continuously in the U.S., during the 60 days prior to arriving at the Canadian border.

8. The health chart must state that the horse did not show any clinical signs of CEM (contagious equine metritis) on the day of inspection. 

9. In addition, Canadian border officials will deny entry to all horses that fit any of the following criteria:  

(a) If at any time, during the 60-day period prior to arriving at the border, the horse was kept on premises that are currently under quarantine or investigation for CEM, or on which T. equigenitalis has been isolated.

(b) Mares that have been bred (either naturally or by artificial insemination) by stallions that were positive for CEM, or by stallions residing on premises under quarantine or investigation for CEM, or where T. equigenitalis has been isolated.

10. For all horses that have resided within the States of Texas or New Mexico (at any time during the 21 days immediately prior to arriving at the Canadian border), the following steps must be taken to demonstrate freedom from infection or exposure to equine piroplasmosis:

(a)  A Canadian (CFIA) import permit is required. 

(b) 
The horse must have tested negative on a C-ELISA TEST for equine piroplasmosis, on a blood sample obtained within 15 days prior to arriving at the Canadian border.

(c)
The horse must have been inspected for ticks by a veterinarian, within 15 days before arriving at the Canadian border. If infected, the horse must have been treated for ticks at the time of inspection.

(d)
The horse may not have resided on any premises where (1) piroplasmosis was diagnosed (clinically or by serology) within a 60-day period prior to arriving at the Canadian border, or on any premises where (2) piroplasmosis was diagnosed on adjoining premises during this same 60-day period.

B. STEPS TO FOLLOW TO MONITOR CHANGES IN CANADIAN HORSE IMPORT REQUIREMENTS:

1. Type www.aphis.usda.gov into your browser window and hit return. The home page of APHIS’s website will appear.

2. Click on "Animal Health" [1st line in left (blue) panel]. A page entitled “Animal Health” will appear.

3. Click on "Import and Export" [5th line down in left (blue) panel]. A page entitled “Import and Export” will appear.

4. Click on "International Animal Export Regulations" [in center (white) panel under “Animal and Plant Export Information”]. A page entitled “Regulations and Assessments” will appear.

5. Scroll down to the bottom of the page and click on the letter "C" under “List of Countries”.

6. The word “Canada” will appear below the alphabet. Click on "Canada", and another page of “Regulations and Assessments” will appear.

7. Scroll down to the bottom of the page, and click on the little arrow to the right of the word "More". Another page of “Regulations and Assessments” will appear.

8. Scroll down the middle (white) panel to "Horses - (protocol) - March 2010 (pdf 21kb)”, and click on the word “Horses”.

9. A Document will then appear entitled "Import Health Requirements of Canada for Horses from the United States of America" (which is reproduced in its entirety below).

10. Finally, If you would (also) like to read about Canadian import regulations for dogs, go back to step 8, scroll down to “Dogs – (Protocol) – May 2003 (pdf 15kb)”, and click on the word “Dogs “ (under “Informative notes:”).

IMPORT HEALTH REQUIREMENTS OF CANADA FOR HORSES FROM THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
The following are the health requirements for permanent and temporary exportation of horses from the United States of America to Canada. For actual shipment use either the VS 17-140 or the VS 17-145. See other information for further details.

CERTIFICATION STATEMENTS
1.
The animal was inspected within 30 days prior to export and found to be healthy and free from evidence of communicable disease and exposure thereto.

2.
The animal was, to the best of the knowledge and belief of the issuing veterinarian, not exposed to any communicable disease within 60 days preceding the date of inspection; Either:

3.
a) The animal has resided in the United States or Canada since birth. Or

b) The animal has met all of the import requirements of the United States of America and has resided in the United States of America for the past 60 days.

4.
The horse(s) have not been on premises where T.equigenitalis has been isolated during the 60 days immediately preceding exportation to Canada or a premises currently under quarantine or investigation for CEM. Any female(s) in the shipment have not been bred naturally to, or inseminated with, semen from a stallion positive for CEM, or a stallion resident upon a positive premises or under quarantine or investigation for CEM

5.
Showed no clinical signs of CEM on the day of inspection.

6.
The animals, at the time of the inspection, were found healthy and in a physical condition fit to be transported.

7.
The exporter has been advised that any deterioration in health or physical condition of the animals that may render animals unfit for transport may result in the shipment to be refused entry to Canada.

8.
During the previous twenty-one (21) days, the animals in this shipment have not been in the State of Texas or New Mexico.

9.
Additional requirements for horses originating from the States of Texas or New Mexico (including Canadian horses returning to Canada):

a) An import permit issued by CFIA is required b) The animal(s) were inspected by a veterinarian within 15 days prior to export.c) The animal(s) were inspected for ticks and if necessary treated for ticks at the time of inspection.

d) The animal(s) have not been on a premises where equine piroplasmosis (clinical or serology) has occurred during the 60 days immediately prior to export, nor has this disease occurred on any adjoining premises during the same period of time.

e) The animal(s) have tested negative to equine piroplasmosis using cELISA test during the 15days prior to export.

Note to be included on the certification statements:

Fit to be transported means that, on the day of inspection, no animal has an infirmity, illness, injury or any other condition that could be aggravated when the animal is being transported, causing the animal to suffer.

TEST REQUIREMENTS
1.
Negative agar-gel immunodiffusion (Coggins) test or ELISA for equine infectious anemia within 6 months prior to exportation. (No test is required for nursing foals up to 5 months of age exported with dam or for horses exported for immediate slaughter). Nursing foals must be issued their own health certificate, due to the use of an identification diagram.

______________________________________________________

